IN THE LONELY VALE OF STREAMS

John Callcott (1766-1821)
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Note: In 1760 James Macpherson (1736-96) published Fragments of Ancient Poetry Collected in the Highlands of Scotland, supposedly

his own translations of ancient Gaelic poems. This was followed by Fingal (1761), Temora (1763) and The Works of Ossian (1765), which
he represented as being the work of a 3rd C. Irish bard named Ossian. Samuel Johnson and others challenged the authenticity of the poems
and after Macpherson's death a committee of scholars agreed that he had used some ancient Gaelic poems and traditions, but composed
most of the supposedly ancient poetry himself. His work had a powerful influence on the rising romantic movement in literature, especially
in Germany. The gist of Callcott's extract, which is perhaps rather obscure as it stands, is to compare unfavourably those who live a 'narrow'
(unheroic) life and whose memory is lost in the mists of time, with the active, heroic person who achieves lasting fame.



